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Thank you for downloading my PDF guide to selling on Redbubble! | plan to update this document
whenever necessary, to keep it as relevant as possible for you. Please feel free to give me any advice or
feedback regarding what you would like to see in future versions of this guide in the comment section of
the original blog post

Justto be clear- I'm no expert guys! My advice is straightforward, honest and mostly based on what I've
learned in my first year on Redbubble. I'm all for supporting my fellow freelancers, those who want to grow
their passive income streams and my fellow self-employed designers. We've decided upon a tricky path -
let’s support eachother in walking it :) Happy Selling!
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Setting Realistic Expectations

Selling on Redbubble, and print on demand in general is NOT a get-rich-quick scheme. Don’t be seducec
by others claiming to be raking it in with very little work without seeing some sort of evidence to that
claim. It’s going to take time, motivation, patience, frustration, more time, more frustration and on and
on it goes. At times you’re going to wonder if it’'s worth it, maybe you will feel that you’re entitled to sales
after just a few weeks because of all the work you putin. False.

| wouldn’t expect much in your first few months at least, maybe a few sales here and there it you're solely
relying on organic sales. Be realistic about the possibilities of early sales. There may be a chance you

could get a trending design from the start, but the reality of that happening is low, so don’t go into POD

expecting to sell straight away. Most people never sell at alll Chances are, it you're a decent designer, and

follow this guide, you WILL be successful, but that doesn’t mean it will be overnight and won’t take work
and ongoing dedication. It you don’t plan to put the work in and treat this as a business, no matter how

small, your lack of real results will reflect this. | don’t say this to be harsh, but understand that the amount
of time and effort you put in will ultimately be what you get out. Trust me!

Create Designs YOU Would Want To Buy

Variation

Give your buyers options! You might have created a design you’re super proud of in green, but guess
what? A potential buyer LOVES it, but absolutely HATES green. The likely outcome would be that

person clicking away from your design and looking elsewhere.

So if you’ve already spent a few hours creating something you can’t wait to upload, and you’re wondering
whether it would work better in another colour, take an extra 5 minutes and do it! This is especially true
for those who create light designs for print on black and dark tints. Yes, darker shirts tend to sell more,

but it’s always worth creating a darker version of that design for lighter coloured shirts too.
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File Formats & Best Practices

(A) Artist - theoceanowl (B) Artist -

Note - see the references section at the end of this guide for links to information on the above direct

on Redbubble’s blog.

Be Versatile!

For the best chance of sales, try not to limit yourself to only enabling your designs on one or even 5
items. It you’ve already spent the time creating an awesome T-Shirt design, you’ll be selling yourselt
short by not optiming the design for other products. Sometimes getting the design ready for other items
s simply a matter of changing the orientation or colour. It will take you a short amount of time, and will
give you a higher chance of converting that design into sales.
There will always be designs that simply won’t work on every product, so there will always be instances
of not being able to enable every product. But for the most part - make sure you do!
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Keywords

Keywords are a BIG topic. So I'm going to try and only give you what is relevant right now.

- Redbubble allow you to add up to 50 keywords

- The sweet spot is between 20 and 25 RELEVANT keywords. If you can’t reach this number,

and feel your keywords would lose some relevance to meet this threshold, then simply
stop. Relevance is key to the algorithm.

- Think like a consumer. It your target audience is an anime audience, research around what search
terms this demographic would use.

- Ensure you take the time to write at least a sentance in your description. This field is key for search
engines to match search results OUTSIDE of Redbubble. A well written description could get you
hits direct in search engine results. Redbubble invest alot of resources into SEO to ensure their

results always appear at the top of relevant searches. Take advantage of this by writing a gooc
description!

Try to brainstorm around some simple adjectives to describe your work. Note down as many as you can
and then boil them down to the most relevant. Think about how you would describe your design to a
friend that asked you about it. Chances are, these are the same phrases people search for.

Think about your target audience and the language they may use to find designs that they’re into. I'll
say It again

Test your keywords in the current market on Redbubble and Google and see what comes up. Experiment!
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Research

T-Shirts 15,688 Results Trending

IrII
4
MTHN LP... Tri-blend T-Shirt Let's Summon Demons C... Ramen pool party Classic... Lightsaber Rainbow Slim...

£20.14 £15.49 £14.96 £16.02
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How Often Should | Upload?

To keep your shop relevant to the algorithm, Redbubble advise you to

Fven if you're getting regular sales, don’t let your shop stagnate by not uploading for months on end - this
will end up hurting you. Obviously, the more quality designs you upload, the better (especially when you’re
just starting out). But once you reach a point where you don’t have time to upload as much - make sure you
are at least getting one fresh new design up per month.

Remember - most people only ever make sales on a small percentage of their designs, so the more quality
work you have in your shop, the more chance you have of making sales. As of the time of writing | have
215 designs live on my Redbubble shop. Out of these 215 designs, 43 have sold, and most of these only
once. | receive regular sales on between 15 and 20 of these. So let’s roughly round things up and say | only

regularly sell about 15% of my entire cata
Redbubble. I should probably get rid of a

ogue. | would say this is about average for a general shop on
ot of terrible stuft I added at the start before | knew better though

- may make my percentages look a little better!

Promoting Your Store/Individual Designs

Promoting your designs is one thing Redbubble highly recommend, and they give you great mockups to
do just that. I will confess a little something to you though. ..l have never promoted my stuff. My sales are
purely organic. | did try sharing some images to Pinterest a few months ago, but I've just not kept this up to

see any real results.

Promotion is something | will be exploring further in 2020. Watch this space!

Taking Advantage

Of Redbubble Promotions
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Some Bonus Tips!

T you're new to Redbubble and you want to jump on the upcoming holiday trend whether it be Christmas,
Halloween or anything else, remember, you’ll be competing against other designers who are also doing
this exact thing. You’ll also be competing with best selling Halloween or Christmas designs from last year
too. There is a good chance your designs will be lost in the noise. So unless you can find a way to differenti
ate your art, think carefully about whether this is the best strategy for you.

ITyou plan on using free clipart or royalty free images in your designs, remember: just because they’re free,
it doesn’t mean you can use them however you want. Whatever platform you use for your images, ensure
you read the terms of using that image commercially. The original artist may have added some usage rules
around their work. Make sure you're abiding by these terms unless the image is free for commercial use.

And finally - it you’ve followed this guide and others, and you’re still not making sales it may be time to

evaluate your actual designs. Now | see some crazy stuff trending on Redbubble sometimes which makes
me realise we can’t always account for other people tastes, but for the most part, if the designs are plain
bad, they just won’t sell. Your situation may be either:

ITyou’re the former it means your research, keywording and marketing is obviously working - you’re
driving people’s eyes to your work, but they are just not buying. This may be as simple as the quality of

your designs just not being up to par. Now It you’re the latter and getting good conversion from a little
traffic into sales it means you’re not so hot on your keywording and marketing, but damn, people tend to
like your stuft! Figure out where you lie, and learn from this. Perhaps you're good at the business side, and

not the design side or vice versa. It may be worth looking into forming a partnership with a designer or
brushing up on your research skills in order to take things further.

Treat your Redbubble store as a mini business. That means reviewing your sales and statistics, and
changing things up where necessary. Things that may have worked for you a few months back, may not
anymore. But remember - no matter how small your shop is and how many sales you’re making per month,
it the general trend is going up, that’s growth and you’re killing it! Stop comparing yourselt to people who
claim to make thousands a month. You want to know their secret? They’ve found something that worked,
and scaled up!
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Resources

- Redbubble’s blog is a great place to find important information about file formats, best practices and
tips on everything from keywords to promoting your work. Always worth keeping up to date on!

(shout out to this guy, watching one of his videos over a year ago is what inspired me to start my

own shop!)
You can also request to join the Passive Owls Facebook page -it’s full of like-minded people always

willing to help!

"Il always try to give you honest, up to date advice on not only selling on Redbubble, but lite as a freelance
designer and other passive income streams. Thanks for your support!

Be sure to let me know if you know of any good resources that have been helpful in your Redbubble
POD journey, and I'll be sure to add them in the next version of this guide :)
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https://blog.redbubble.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2eNdaczKG-GVJ8pvn3OnaA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/206761429899998/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCh1MIDCMYpPp-BhDdDGxCJA?



